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the agreement. It is open to you to accept the agreement un-
animously, if you believe that it is in the interest of the nation.
Accept the agreement as sportsmen. I again say that the agree-
ment should be accepted in toto*
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304.   SPEECH AT CONDOLENCE MEETING, BOMBAY
November 23, 1924
Mahatma Gandhi then addressed the meeting in Gujarati. At the outset
he offered apology for not addressing them standing as he was not strong
enough to do so; besides he regretted that he had not the same voice which he
had three years ago and if they found difficulty in hearing him he asked his
hearers' indulgence.
Referring to Bi-Amma, he said when some great person in the world died
they generally held meetings like the one they had held that evening and ex-
pressed their sorrow. He did not think Bi-Amma's death required that ex-
pression of sorrow or the Ali Brothers needed sympathy of anyone. For the
death of Bi-Amma was so sacred that he thought everyone should wish that
sort of death. Her works were good and acceptable both to God and man.
She devoted her life to God and His creatures, and to India she gave her stal-
wart sons to fight her battle of freedom. Bi-Amma, therefore, yet lived, though
she was dead, in her works. Fortunately evil done by men was forgotten and
was not imitated but good works went to generations after generations and
lived for ever. Bi-Amma loved God and her country, even up to the last of her
life. He was present at her last moments and was much impressed by her love
of God. Just as in a Hindu religious home a dying person would take the
name of Rama so even she, till she breathed her last, kept up taking the name of
Allah, It was her conviction in life that so far as Hindus and Muslims were
not united India would not get freedom- He (Mahatmaji) had a talk that
afternoon with Pandit Motilal Nehru who showed him a letter he had re-
ceived from America in which one of the ex-satraps of Bombay, viz., Lord
Sydenham, was reported to have said at a certain place that India was the key
of the world, i.e., for economic supremacy and exploitation India was the chief
country. Islam was in many parts of the world, like Morocco, China, etc.,
but in India the case was different. So long as Muslims and Hindus were not
united there would be no freedom for them. Bi-Amma was very far-sighted and
1 Held at Ghowpatty, to mourn the death of Bi-Amma and Parsi Rustomjee,
under the joint auspices of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, Central
?|Oiilafat Committee, Bombay Swarajya Party, Rashtriya Stree Sabha, Parsi
l&ajakiya Sabha and the National Home Rule League; Sarojini Naidu presided.